The health conditions of the city during the year were decidedly better than what they were during the previous year. This fact may be judged from the total number of deaths which was 1,420 less than that registered in 1939. It is also noteworthy that the infantile mortality recorded during the year was the lowest since the year 1873.
The number of live births registered was 38,833, being 1.011 more than in 1939 and 6,189 more than the average of the last ten years . The birth rate calculated on the census population of 1931 was 33.4 births per 1,000. The total number of deaths from all causes was 29,100, being 1,420 less than in 1939, 2,202 less than the average for the last five years and 443 more than that for the preceding decennium . The death rate for the year per 1,000 of census population of 1931 was 25.0 as against 26.3 in 1939 and 24.4 the rate recorded for the decennium . Thus the number of births during the year was more by 9,733 than the number of deaths. This excess of births over deaths was equivalent to 8.4 per 1,000 population calculated on the census of 1931 and was recorded ten times in succession. Before 1931 there was no such excess since 1866, the year in which birth records were instituted.
There was no death from plague during the year against 17 the average of the last ten years . Smallpox caused 834 deaths against 201 in 1939 and 974 the average for the last decennium . The disease was in an epidemic form from the first week of April to the middle of June. There were 6 deaths from cholera but they were all imported cases. The disease was absent during the preceding year and the average for the ten years was 18. Influenza was prevalent in a mild form in the city during the year and caused 42 deaths against 58 in the preceding year and 80 the average for the last decennium . The deaths from diseases of the respiratory system numbered 9,441, being 1,331 less than in 1939 and 867 more than the average of the last ten years . Tuberculosis . Ninety-eight deaths were due to malaria, being 73 less than in 1939 and 13 less than the average of the last decennium . There were 732 deaths from ague and remittent fever against 761 in 1939.
The average number of deaths for the last ten years .
Compared with the decennial averages the total number of deaths shows an increase of 443. The incidence of sandfly fever in British other ranks showed a further reduction during the year under review and reached one of the lowest figures ever recorded and there was a slight increase in the incidence of the enteric group of fevers and dysentery-diarrhcea group.
In Indian other ranks the incidence of smallpox further decreased from 0.2 to 0.1 per 1,000 of strength. The low rate of incidence of the enteric fevers was also maintained in 1940. It was below one per 1,000. There was a slight increase in the admission ratio of cerebrospinal fever and dysentery-diarrhoea group.
Increase in the admission ratio of effects of heat Per 1,000 of strength in British other ranks waa from 2.3 to 6.1. Heat stroke showed an increase from 0.4 to 1.2 and heat exhaustion from 1.9 to 4.9. The practice of having reveille for troops in the hot weather later than was formerly the custom is considered to be beneficial. There is also a growing realization that it is better to keep the men actively employed during most of the day throughout the summer. The two serious outbreaks of heat exhaustion which occurred in the middle of the hot weather were reported from British units which had reveille excessively early and kept their men shut up in barracks most of the day. Owing to great increase in troop movements necessitated by war conditions, special measures were adopted to safeguard military personnel undertaking long train Journeys in the hot weather. The period after the outbreak of the War has been a difficult one for the department, which had to carry on with a staff greatly depleted in strength owing to the deputation of officers of all ranks for military duty.
